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EINARRATIVE

Narrative

The Town of Whately is the southernmost town in Franklin County and was
named for a friend of Governor Hutchinson, Thomas Whately.

Established in 1771, the town's economy was at first completely
agricultural but an abundance of water power allowed the development of
industries in the 18th and 19th centuries, beginning with the building of
grist and saw mills. These industries expanded and textiles became one of
the products of the town. Woolen mills functioned side-by-side with chair
and coffin factories, while the discovery of bog iron ore led to the
development of iron works. In the meanwhile, tobacco became a cash crop
and leaf drying barns built in the 19th and early 20th century to prepare
the product for cigar and cigarette making, still dot the countryside.

Clay found in Whately was also

used to manufacture pottery.

The modern history of the town has shown a shift in its economy toward
recreational uses with agriculture, especially the production of maple
sugar products, as one of the major remaining businesses. Servicing
campers is a seasonal business for townspeople, there are bed and breakfast
operators and there is potential for developing winter vacation homes close
to area ski

areas.

Whately is the home of the Smith College Observatory, which is located at
the summit of Poplar Hill. The observatory is used by the students of the
Five College Program which involves distinguished colleges and universities
in the western part of the state, including Amherst, Hampshire, Mount
Holyoke, Smith and the University of Massachusetts. Presently, Whately has
become the home of a number of artists and craftsmen who value its beauty
and small town character. The town is proud of its local history exhibits
at the S. White Dickinson Library and its monthly displays of the artworks
and crafts of local artists.

(Seal supplied by community. Narrative based on information provided by
the Massachusetts Historical Commission)
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EGEOGRAPHY

Location

Western Massachusetts, bordered by Hatfield on the south, Williamsburg on the
southwest and west, Conway and Deerfield on the north, and separated by the
Connecticut River from Sunderland on the east. Whately is 11 miles south of
Greenfield and 99 miles west of Boston.

Total Area: 20.66 sq. miles
Land Area: 20.18 sq. miles
Population: 1,375
Density: 68 per sq. mile

Climate
(National Climatic Data Center)

(Ambherst Station)
Normal temperature in January..... 23.6°F
Normal temperature in July........ 71.9°F
Normal annual precipitation....... 42.5"

U.S.G.S. Topographical Plates

Williamsburg, Mt. Toby

Regional Planning Agency

Franklin County

Metropolitan Statistical Area
(1993 Definition)
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@GOVERNMENT

Municipal Offices
Main Number: (413) 665-4400
Telephone Numbers for Public Information

Form of Government
Board of Selectmen
Administrative Assistant
Open Town Meeting

Year Incorporated
As a town: 1771

Registered Voters (Secretary of State 1994)

Number %
Total Registered 957
Democrats 315 32.9
Republicans 167 17.5
Other parties 0 0.0
Unenrolled Voters 475 49.6

Legislators

Senators and Representatives by City and Town
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http://www.magnet.state.ma.us/sec/cis/cistel/telidx.htm
http://www.magnet.state.ma.us/legis/citytown.htm

@DEMOGRAPHICS

Table DP-1. Profile of General Demographic Characteristics: 2000
Cecgraphic Area; Whately town, Franklin County, Massachusetts

[Faor informati on on canfidertiality protection, nonsampling error, and definitions, see text)
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Soumse: L2 Census Bureay, Census 2000,
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fHOUSING CHARACTERISTICS

Home Sales (Banker & Tradesman) -
Town Stats - Free market Statistics

Subsidized Housing Units (pHCD 1998)
DHCD Subsidized Housing Inventory

Subsidized Housing Units: The number of housing units which count toward the municipality's 10% goal
for low- and moderate-income housing. It includes both subsidized affordable units and market rate units
in certain eligible subsidized developments.

Public Housing Units (DHCD 1999)

Conventional State: 0
Conventional Federal: 0
Rental Assistance(DHCD 1999)
State (MRVP: 0
Federal (Section 8): 0
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http://www.thewarrengroup.com/home/ts
http://www.mass.gov/dhcd/components/hac/subhous.htm

E'TRANSPORTATION

TRANSPORTATION AND ACCESS

The major axes of transportation in Franklin County, where Whately is
located, are State Route 2 and Interstate Route 91, which follows the
Connecticut River. The region is well-served by rail. The Springfield
Terminal Railway (the former Boston and Maine) lines parallel the two major
highways, and the Central Vermont Railway's main line passes N-S through
the eastern portion.

Major Highways
Principal highways are U.S. Route 5 and Interstate Route 91, both running
N-S.

Rail
The Springfield Terminal Railway provides freight rail service on its
Connecticut Valley line through Whately. Contact number: (508) 663-1073

Bus
Whately is a member of the Franklin Regional Transit Authority (FRTA).
There is no fixed route service, but FRTA provides paratransit services for
the elderly and disabled through the GMTA.

Other
The LaFleur Airport, a General Aviation (GA) facility located in nearby
Northampton, has a 3,506'x 50' asphalt runway. Instrument approaches

available: Non-precision.
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@CULTURE AND RECREATION

LIBRARIES

Board of Library Commissioners On-line Library Catalo

MUSEUMS

(American Association of Museums)
None

RECREATION

Telephone Numbers for Public Information
Recreational Facilities (Recreational sites and activities)

Department of Environmental Management Recreation Section
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http://www.mlin.lib.ma.us/flash3.html
http://www.magnet.state.ma.us/sec/cis/cistel/
http://www.state.ma.us/dem/rec-act.htm

@MISCELLANEOUS

HEALTH FACILITIES

(Dept. of Public Health 1992)

Hospitals

None

Long Term Care
None
Hospices
None
Rest Homes
None
UTILITIES
Telephone Numbers for Public Utilities
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http://www.magnet.state.ma.us/sec/cis/cistel/
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NOTE: The COMMUNITY PROFILE draws information from a diversity of sources. The main source
of information is listed under each section. In some instances comments submitted by the municipality
were incorporated to correct and/or enhance the information obtained from the main source. However,
no changes were made to those data bases which must be consistent throughout the state. DHCD has
made efforts to ensure the accuracy of all data in the COMMUNITY PROFILES, but cannot take
responsibility for any consequences arising from the use of the information contained in this document.
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